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THE ORIGINALS

This concert is not only a collection of Hong Kong original musicals in the past 48 years, but also
a certification of an important albeit underplayed cultural heritage. While doing research and
putting together this gala, | was amazed at the sprawling variety of musicals written over the
years, and yet how many were scarcely heard of again since their premieres. The Originals is a
mission to preserve and reintroduce some of these gems.

Musical theatre has incited discussions over the years as to its artistic merits versus commercial
appeal. For me, it is both. A musical needs an audience, and therefore it has to connect with
people. At the same time, it has ample room for artistic expression. It also requires a super
high level of craft to put together. In many ways, it is the best form of art, one that speaks to the
masses and can go wild at heart simultaneously.

The title The Originals refers to the stories we choose to tell in this place through songs and the
unique ways we tell them. It is a tribute to all those who have ever worked on a musical in Hong
Kong. As a composer, | especially take my hats off to all my fellow writers. Writing for the stage
can be a tough journey and the rewards may just be the joy of creating something very special.
When it is done right, however, it is unlike anything else. The Originals serves to remind us of that
joy, to inspire the next generations of theatre creators, and to tell us it is high time to put Hong
Kong musicals on the map.
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